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Speak, by Laurie Halse Anderson
A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a devastating effect on Melinda’s freshman year in high school.

The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants, by Ann Brashares
During their first summer apart, four teenage girls, best friends since earliest childhood, stay in touch through a shared pair of second-
hand jeans that magically adapts to each of their figures and affects their attitudes to their different summer experiences.

Tangerine, by Edward Bloor
Twelve-year-old Paul, who lives in the shadow of his football hero brother Erik, fights for the right to play soccer despite his near blind-
ness and slowly begins to remember the incident that damaged his eyesight.

Whale Talk, by Chris Crutcher
Intellectually and athletically gifted, TJ, a multiracial, adopted teenager, shuns organized sports and the gung-ho athletes at his high 
school until he agrees to form a swimming team and recruits some of the school’s less popular students.

Keeping the Moon, by Sarah Dessen
Fifteen-year-old Colie, a former fat girl, spends the summer working as a waitress in a beachside restaurant, staying with her over-
weight and eccentric Aunt Mira, and trying to explore her sense of self.

Amandine, by Adele Griffin
Her first week at a new school, shy, plain Delia befriends Amandine, not anticipating the dangerous turns their friendship would take.

Cut, by Patricia McCormick
While confined to a mental hospital, thirteen-year-old Callie slowly comes to understand some of the reasons behind her self-mutila-
tion, and gradually starts to get better.

Scorpions, by Walter Dean Myers
After reluctantly taking on the leadership of the Harlem gang, the Scorpions, Jamal finds that his enemies treat him with respect when 
he acquires a gun--until a tragedy occurs.

Born Blue, by Han Nolan
Janie was four years old when she nearly drowned due to her mothers neglect. Through an unhappy foster home experience, and 
years of feeling that she is unwanted, she keeps alive her dream of someday being a famous singer.

Tribute to another Dead Rock Star, by Randy Powell
For a tribute to his mother, a dead rock star, fifteen-year-old Grady returns to Seattle, where he faces his mixed feelings for his retarded 
younger half-brother Louie while pondering his own future.

Gingerbread, by Rachel Cohn
After being expelled from a fancy boarding school, Cyd Charisse’s problems with her mother escalate after Cyd falls in love with a sen-
sitive surfer and is subsequently sent from San Francisco to New York City to spend time with her biological father.

Stargirl, by Jerry Spinelli
In this story about the perils of popularity, the courage of nonconformity, and the thrill of first love, an eccentric student named Stargirl 
changes Mica High School forever.

Rats Saw God, by Rob Thomas
In hopes of graduating, Steve York agrees to complete a hundred-page writing assignment which helps him to sort out his relationship 
with his famous astronaut father and the events that changed him from promising student to troubled teen.

Hard Love, by Ellen Wittlinger
After starting to publish a zine in which he writes his secret feelings about his lonely life and his parents’ divorce, sixteen-year-old John 
meets an unusual girl and begins to develop a healthier personality.
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